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For Charles and Francis were quarrelling, and
the Balance of Power was dangerously threatened.
This would occupy all the skill and power of
which the Cardinal was capable ; and so in the
summer of 1521, the year in which Luther was
banned by the Empire, Wolsey crossed over to
Calais to play the part of arbiter between the
King of France and the Emperor. He concluded
a secret treaty with Francis at Bruges on August
25 ; but continued to profess friendship with
Charles until November.

These tactics of Wolsey puzzled the -wisest
heads in the Counsel; and, had he discussed the
matter with Thomas More, it is possible that he
would have been warned off meddling between
France and the Empire, as neither could be
trusted not to make a secret compact with the
other; but at last the truth leaked out. The
French would, on the death of Leo, endeavour
to have Wolsey elected Pope if he would throw in
his lot with them. Leo was growing an old man,
and now could only read with difficulty ; and
Wolsey saw in his own election to the Chair of
Peter opportunities for the advancement of
England - not to say himself- out of all propor-
tion to what he had so far achieved. For Wolsey
was the most eminent of that little band of states-
men in history who have found their own
advancement synonymous with that of their
country. If he succeeded, he could make England
the first country in Europe ; and the question of